ENVIRONMENT AND WAR - GEOPOLITICS

TOTAL IRON ORE AND STEEL PRODUCTION
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*From the Engineering and Mining Journal.
x From the Commonwealth Year Book.
As regards steel production in Europe in 1926, Germany came first
with 13 per cent of the world's total; then France with 9; Belgium 6;
England 4; and Russia 3. In 1937 these figures had changed a little;
for the United States produced 37 per cent; Germany 15; the U.S.S.R.
13; Britain 9; France 5; Japan 5; Belgium 3; Italy 1.5; Canada 1; India
0.8; and Australia 0.5.
HEAVY INDUSTRY AS A BASIS OF WAR
It is a platitude to say that wars will be won by the nations which
can turn out the best and most munitions. Everyone knows that the
Axis nations won so many victories at first because they had accumu-
lated stock piles of munitions during the preceding five or six years,
while the Allies had been engaged in peaceful avocations and had
given little attention to the weapons of war. The importance of the
tank and the airplane was recognized much sooner by the Germans
than by the British and French; and Hitler had his "heavy industry"
organized for these supplies years before the democratic nations. Heavy
industry is essentially steel industry. It depends on three major factors:
the presence of plenty of iron ore, an adequate supply of fuels for
smelting, and a very large trained working force to produce the steel
and the munitions.
The reader must be clear in his mind as to the distinction between
huge supplies of iron ore and of fuel, and an adequate heavy industry.
The various maps in Figv74 show us where the adequate raw materials
occur, but they do not give us much of a clue as to where the heavy
industry of today is situated. Canada has adequate supplies of coal
and of water power, as Fig. 74 makes clear. But she is a young country,